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Foreward 
 

The focus of this document is the creation of Product components for use with uniCenta oPOS in 
v4.2 and later. 

 

Take things step-by-step and try not to feel too intimidated. Follow this guide and you won’t go far 
wrong. 

  



 
 
 
 

  

Date	 Version	 Author	 Comment	

September	2016	 Beta4	 Jack	Gerrard	 Draft	

October	2016	 4.2	 Jack	Gerrard	 Final	



Useful things 

 

Editor Toolbar 

You will see this toolbar is used throughout uniCenta oPOS so here’s a quick overview of what the 
buttons do. The Editor Toolbar appears in all record management forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tooltips 

Lots of things in uniCenta oPOS use pop-up Tooltips.  

All you have to do is hover your mouse pointer over a component for a second and it will give you 
a brief description of what it does. Tooltips are constantly being added or revised as uniCenta 
oPOS development progresses. 
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PRODUCT IMPORT 
 

Product Import can be found in the TOOLS panel and serves two purposes: 

1. Importing new Products 
2. Updating existing Product Prices  

The import file – the source - must be in Comma Separated Value (CSV) format and can originate 
from something like Microsoft’s Excel or your preferred text editor. 

Here are the basic rules to follow when building any CSV file: 

1. The first line of the source file must contain field headers. These do not have to be the same 
as the uniCenta oPOS Product record’s form fields though it is advisable to make them at 
least similar so they can be identified more easily. 

2. All fields must be a text string separated by a comma (,) 
3. The end of each row must be completed by a CarriageReturn(CR) and LineFeed(LF) 

Using an app’ like Excel will automatically add these for you. 
See the products_import_example.csv and menu_products_import_example.xlsx 

 

  



SOURCE FILE 
 

Fields in bold are Mandatory 

REFERENCE  
Must be unique. Up to 250 characters. Also known as an SKU, this field can be your own construct 
and which could be used to conveniently “group” types of item. 

BARCODE must be unique. Up to 250 characters. EAN-8, EAN-13, UPC-A, UPC-E, CODE128  or 
even your own structure. 

NAME  Up to 250 characters. Duplicates are acceptable. As uniCenta oPOS uses HTML for 
certain functions and use of ampersands (&) should be avoided else errors will possibly occur.  

BUYPRICE 0.00 or greater. Up to 9 decimal places accepted. 

SELLPRICE 0.00 or greater. Up to 9 decimal places accepted. 

Note: The default is 2 decimal. To use more set the currency format in uniCenta oPOS Configuration 

TAX  000 Tax Exempt (0%) or 001 Tax Standard (20%) are uniCenta oPOS defaults. If you 
have more tax rates you should create these first in Taxes.  

CATEGORY Up to 250 characters. The field can be an existing Category. uniCenta oPOS will 
automatically create a new Category for you when found in the source file if it doesn’t exist 
already. 

SUPPLIER Optional. Up to 250 characters. uniCenta oPOS will automatically create a new 
Supplier for you when found in the source file if it doesn’t exist already. 

DISPLAY Hidden. Up to 250 characters. Including this column in your source file allows you to 
replace the default Product button text in the sales screen. If not included uniCenta oPOS will 
automatically create this from the Product Name. 

TEXTTIP  Hidden. Up to 250 characters. Including this column in your source file allows you to 
replace the default Product button text in the sales screen. If not included uniCenta oPOS will 
automatically create this from the Product Name. 

Example CSV file construct: 

REFERENCE,BARCODE,NAME,BUYPRICE, SELLPRICE,TAX,CATEGORY,SUPPLIER,DISPLAY,TEXTTIP 
BB-00001,BB-00001,AMIGOS,2.19,3.95,001,BOTTLE BEER,Supplier A,<html><center>AMIGOS,AMIGOS 

  



UTILITIES TOOLS 

 

 

Touch the Products CSV File to start. 

If you have your Configuration set to use two databases the pop-up below will appear. Select the 
current database in use. 

 

 

 

Selecting Cancel will immediately close uniCenta oPOS and you will need to restart. 



PRODUCTS IMPORT 

 
 

The first step is to select the source Product CSV file to import. 

 

 

By default only CSV files are shown in the file list. If the source file has a different filename.suffix 
choose the All files File Format from the drop-down box. 



PRODUCTS IMPORT 

 

 

The next step is to choose the Separator. The default separator is comma(,) 

Next choose the Read Header button. uniCenta oPOS will open the file and will immediately read 
all the rows into memory 

Select the appropriate field from the drop-down box list to match the label to the left. 
Remember, the first line of the source CSV file is used to fill the drop-down box content. 

There are two special options for these fields: 

1. Category  - [ DEFAULT CATEGORY ] and [ REJECT ITEMS WITH BAD CATEGORIES ] 
2. Supplier – [ DEFAULT SUPPLIER ]  and [ REJECT ITEMS WITH BAD SUPPLIERS ] 

Choosing the REJECT option will set the process not to include the Product ‘s Category or Supplier if 
it doesn’t already exist in uniCenta oPOS 

Alternatively the import process can direct import records to a specific Category or Supplier by 
choosing [ DEFAULT CATEGORY ] in the Category list and setting the Default Cat’ drop-down box 
an similarly for Supplier and Default Sup’. 

Until all the mandatory fields are completed the Import CSV button will remain disabled. 

  



PRODUCTS IMPORT 

  

 

Show check-box 
Ticking this will set the Product to appear in the sales screen. Whether checked or un-checked new 
Products are still added and visible in the Products form. 

 

Set Price includes Tax? 
Ticking this box affects the Sell Price exc’ field. It will automatically calculate the net Sell Price 
based on the value of the Tax rate set in uniCenta oPOS Taxes. 
Un-checked does the reverse and will add the set Tax rate to the value of supplied in the source 
CSV file. 

 

Reset button 

Clears all of the import form’s fields. 

 

Import CSV 

Starts the import process. Progress is shown above Status area.  

  



CATEGORIES 

 

 

This Product form shows an example of newly created Categories from the source CSV file. 

  



PRODUCTS 

 

 

This Product form shows an example of newly created Products from the source CSV file. 

  



SUPPLIERS 

 

 

This Product form shows an example of newly created Products from the source CSV file. 



SALES SCREEN 

 
 
Sales screen 
  



INVENTORY REPORT 

 

 

NEW PRODUCTS REPORT 

	

	 	



IMPORT LOG REPORTS 

 

 

The CSV Import Reports provide useful views of the key data stored in the import log table. 

The option button’s title describes each of the report’s content and, of course, relies on data being 
available. 

The reports are best run after an import session and are especially helpful in tracing any errors that 
may have occurred during processing. 

  



IMPORT LOG 

	

 

During the import process each row is written to a logging table called csvimport. 

The log table can be retained for as long as required and is useful as a point of reference to 
compare the original source CSV file. 

Choosing the Import Log Clear option will delete all imported records from the log table. 

  



PERFORMANCE 

Here is a sample performance report from a Product CSV Import process: 

Oct 04, 2016 11:23:16 AM com.openbravo.data.loader.PreparedSentence openExec… 
… 
Oct 04, 2016 11:31:49 AM com.openbravo.data.loader.PreparedSentence openExec 
INFO: Executing prepared SQL: INSERT INTO products (ID, REFERENCE, CODE, 
CODETYPE, NAME, PRICEBUY, PRICESELL, CATEGORY, TAXCAT, ATTRIBUTESET_ID, 
STOCKCOST, STOCKVOLUME, IMAGE, 
…. 
…. 
 
Elapsed Time:  8min’s : 33sec’s 
Machine:  Apple MacBook Air 1.4GHz 2GB RAM OS X El Capitan 

Count snapshot of some tables: 

TABLES   RECORDS 

categories   10 
products   10988 
products_cat   10988 

 

Tip: 
Keep each Category’s Products to a maximum 1000 items.  
Obviously uniCenta oPOS is a graphical application and scrolling through a large number of items 
on the sales screen is not only impractical for day-to-day use, and affects performance. 
Try breaking a large number of a Category’s Products into smaller sub-Category chunks. 

Un-Check the System>Configuration>General tab>Hide Footer Status Bar to show the dynamic 
memory meter. 
If you have a very large source CSV file and a low specification computer you can use the 
information shown here to fine-tune the uniCenta oPOS start.bat or start.sh 

For example: 

Rows  100,000  
PC RAM 2GB 
File  start.bat 
Change -Xmx1024 to –Xmx2048 

start /B javaw -Xms512m –Xmx2048m -cp %CP% -Djava.library.path="%DIRNAME%lib/Windows/i368-
mingw32" -Ddirname.path="%DIRNAME%./" -splash:unicenta_splash_dark.png 
com.openbravo.pos.forms.StartPOS %1 


